Unusual clinical variants and signs in Guillain-Barré syndrome.
Limited regional forms of the Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS) and unusual focal signs or symptoms that resemble other illnesses are described: pharyngeal-cervical-brachial weakness with ptosis, sparing power, and reflexes in the legs; paraparesis with normal power and reflexes in the arms; early severe ptosis without other signs of oculomotor weakness; and acute severe midline back pain at the onset. The first two variants did not progress to typical generalized GBS, delaying the proper diagnosis. Regional and functional variants suggest that the pathologic, and perhaps immunologic abnormalities of GBS can be localized and selective.